Fenland

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

AGENDA ITEM NO. 30

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Date 18 SEPTEMBER 2013

FACILITATING GROWTH IN FENLAND (WORKING TOGETHER ON MAJOR

Title PLANNING APPLICATIONS) GUIDANCE

1. PURPOSE/SUMMARY

The purpose of this report is to seek Planning Committee’s comments on the Facilitating
Growth in Fenland (Working Together on Major Planning Applications) Guidance ahead of it
being presented to Cabinet in October 2013.

2. KEY ISSUES

The Facilitating Growth in Fenland, ‘Working Together on Major Planning Applications’
Guidance has been prepared in light of Fenland District Council’s desire to attract sustainable
development to the district which delivers economic, environmental and social benefits. It has
also been prepared in response to the challenges faced by the Council, by planning case
officers and by developers and landowners when preparing, processing and determining
planning applications for major development, including comprehensive development schemes
(CDS’s) for major urban extensions as identified in the emerging Core Strategy.

The purpose of the Guidance is to enable the effective and efficient processing of large, and
potentially complex, planning proposals in Fenland.

It is the intention that the Guidance will be a standard, yet flexible, guide that will assist all
parties through the planning process, specifically by making each party aware of their
responsibilities at each stage.

3. RECOMMENDATION(S)

That Planning Committee offer comments on the Guidance attached so that such comments
can be incorporated as appropriate in the version presented to Cabinet for approval.

Wards Affected All

Forward Plan Reference No. | N/A
(if applicable)




Portfolio Holder(s)

Clir Alan Melton — Leader
ClIr Chris Seaton — Deputy Leader and Economy
Cllr Peter Murphy — Environment and Growth

Report Originator(s)

Emma Naylor — Neighbourhood Strategy Officer
Richard Kay — Neighbourhood Strategy Manager
Gary Garford — Corporate Director

Graham Nourse — Head of Planning

Contact Officer(s)

Emma Naylor — 01354 622558
Richard Kay — 01354 622347
Gary Garford — 01354 622373
Graham Nourse — 01354 622315

Background Paper(s)

None
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INTRODUCTION
Origin and Purpose of the Guidance

The Facilitating Growth in Fenland, ‘Working Together on Major Planning Applications’
Guidance has been prepared in light of the Council’s desire to attract sustainable
development to the district which delivers economic, environmental and social benefits, and
in response to the challenges faced by all parties (the Council, planning case officers,
developers and landowners) when preparing, processing and determining planning
applications for major development.

The purpose of the Guidance is to enable the effective and efficient processing of large, and
potentially complex, planning proposals in Fenland. Furthermore, the Guidance
demonstrates the Council’'s commitment to ensuring consistency and transparency in the
planning system, specifically in relation to major planning applications.

It is the intention that the Guidance will be a standard, yet flexible, guide that will assist all
parties through the planning process, specifically by making each party aware of their
responsibilities at each stage.

How the Guidance will be used

If approved, the Council will commit to adhering to the Guidance, and the various steps
outlined within it, during the handling of all qualifying major planning applications, as far as
reasonably possible.

It is the intention that developers and landowners will be encouraged to utilise the Guidance,
and thereby commit to working with the Council in line with the principles and steps outlined
in the Guidance.

If all parties commit to follow the Guidance, all parties will be aware of their obligations from
the offset and the likelihood of unexpected and unnecessary delays will thereby be reduced,
which is highly beneficial to all involved.

Publication and Circulation of the Guidance

Electronic and hard copies of the Guidance will be circulated to the registered members of
the Developer’s Forum for their comment. The Developer’'s Forum will be able to provide
feedback on the Guidance at the forthcoming Developer’'s Forum meeting (expected to be 25
September 2013).

Following receipt of both the Planning Committee’s feedback and the feedback of the
Developer’'s Forum, the Guidance will be revised as appropriate ahead of Cabinet.

EFFECT ON CORPORATE OBJECTIVES AND COMMUNITY IMPACT

The Guidance will indirectly impact on both the corporate objectives of the Council and upon
local communities.

By aiming to facilitate a transparent and efficient planning system for major planning
applications, the Guidance will assist in the delivery of residential and non-residential
development that is not only sustainable, but reflects social, economic and environmental
priorities in line with the emerging Core Strategy. The Guidance will therefore support the



2.3

3.1

corporate objectives of improving social, economic and environmental contributors to quality
of life.

It is anticipated that the commitment to transparency, consistency and efficiency provided by
this Guidance will help attract developers to the district. The development of residential and
non-residential schemes will have a positive impact upon local communities as it will provide
homes, facilities and employment opportunities.

CONCLUSIONS

Planning Committee is asked to provide comments on the Facilitating Growth in Fenland
(Working Together on Major Planning Applications) Guidance prior to the Guidance being
taken to Cabinet in October.
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